GOD                11

and other vernaculars. The Upanisads reveal
his perfect nature as Para and Antar gamin: the"
Pzcranas describe His nature as Jsvara doing his
threefold cosmic function- The Itihasas describe
the redemptive acts of the Avataras. The Smrtis
expound his moral and aesthetic excellences and
lastly the Psalms describe His love and easy
accessibility to all persons. Brahman assumes a
bewitching form of beauty in order that He may
attract the Jwas and annex them to Himself.
His five aspects may be briefly explained as
follows : Brahman is the God of the Upanisads
and he is pure and perfect in the world beyond.
His nature cannot be explained adequately but
his essential qualities are mentioned in a way as
satyam,  jnanam^   anantam and dnandam.
Brahman is sat or reality, or truth itself and
is eternal and changeless unlike prakrt'L He is
ever self-luminous and is more effulgent than all
the Suns, Moons and Stars. He is supremely
good or amala and is free from all imperfections.
He is by nature blissful or ananda and love itself.
Brahman is the one without a second, though
He has many qualities and His chief quality is
love by which He imparts His nature to the Jwas
and makes them like Himself. The whole universe
has its being in Him and He is the supreme end
of our life.